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Contact: Andrew Mylius 07974 083 110; Hilary Mylius 07580 480 708; Caspar Mylius 07875 452 943
A. Mylius & Partners, St Fort Estate, Newport on Tay, Fife DD6 8RE

Email: stfort@btconnect.com      www.stfort.co.uk

St Fort Farm Farming in Fife since 1791

Founded in 1960 and celebrating 57 years of remarkable success both in the show and sale ring.  
Our stock are dispersed over most of the UK from Dorset to the Isle of Mull, whilst overseas we have 
exported stock to Argentina in the 1970s, and recently exported Lincoln Red embryos to Brazil.

St Fort Squire P4259. Sire: Norton Beau P4183. Dam: St Fort Lady Thora P20214

St Fort Uproar P4269 (Got by AI). DOB 26/05/2015.  
Sire: Whitehouse Robin P2412. Dam: St Fort Missy P20601.  
This special bull is introduced into our breeding programme  
30 years or so after his sire’s birth

Hardy, easy calving top quality, Lincoln Reds.

News from St Fort

John Hamilton, Dunbar,  
East Lothian has continued  
to use Lincoln Red bulls on his 
commercial herd, and is now  
on his 7th St Fort bull.

St Fort purchases Lincoln  
Red bull Walmer Troy from  
Mr Hedley Needler.

Semen from St Fort Squire  
is exported to USA, Canada  
& Australia.

At LRCS AGM the St Fort 
Herd is awarded the Trophy 
for best Large Herd, in 2016 
& 2017.

Adam Brown, Isle of Mull, is 
delighted with calves from  
St Fort Saxon and Norton 
Beau is now at work on a 
neighbouring farm on Mull.

Our ethos is simple – to produce easy calving  
females displaying good native characteristics  
of hardiness and fine temperament. To keep 
strong breed links with original bloodlines along 
with carefully selected bulls with good genetics  
from other herds.

Visitors are always welcome to visit our  
herd, with an open day scheduled for 22nd 
July 2018. We have bulls entered for the  
Stirling Bull Sales in February 2018 and  
at Newark on March 10th 2018. 

In addition, we have bulls for sale privately, 
including young bulls sired by Beverley  
Noble and St Fort Squire (P), St Fort  
Timber (P) and St Fort Uproar (P). Canadian and American farmers inspecting the St Fort 

Herd in June 2017

Congratulations to Chris Page with his St Fort Rolex sired Champion Bulls at both  
the Lincoln Red Cattle Society Spring and Autumn Sale at Newark 2017

President’s Report
Lincoln red cattle are nearly as much 
a part of my family as I am. Our herd 
first registered as pedigree in 1957 
but there were unregistered Lincoln 
Reds on the farm for a great many 
years before that. As a consequence 
many of the Members of the Lincoln 
Red Cattle Society also feel like family. 
This is why I am so happy and proud 
to be President for a second time.

This spring; or should I say winter 
as it has not yet given way to spring 
we will have calved 90 Lincoln 
Reds, which is a record for us. The 
bad weather has made it feel a 
long and tough winter for us all.

An enjoyable day was had at Newark 
Livestock Market for our Society 
spring sale. As is often the case, some 
vendors went away pleased with their 
prices achieved. Other vendors went 
away disappointed but allowing some 
buyers to go away very pleased indeed. 

At our last sale there were 80% of our 
vendors in health schemes and only 
20% testing individual animals for 
the sale. Health schemes may seem 
like hard work to start with but bring 
long lasting benefits that far outweigh 
the initial inconvenience. The AHDB 
recommend introducing cattle from 
CHeCS accredited herds, as buying 
in cattle is the most common way 
to bring disease into your herd. As 
times move on we become aware of 
more diseases that can be tackled 
and the improvements and savings 
to be achieved by tackling them.

Our Society is working to promote our 
Breed all over the Country and we need 
to encourage commercial breeders to 
purchase our bulls as well as females.  
Andrew Mylius has shown us that 
good prices can be achieved at the 
Sterling Bull Sales and we have been 
approached by other markets wishing 
to have Lincoln Reds included in their 
sales. This is brilliant for our Breed as 
we endeavour to increase the number 
of cattle with Lincoln Red on their 

passport. Our Breed has so much to 
offer, their natural abilities to be easy 
to feed on forage diets, easy calving, 
with good milk production, polled and 
a docile temperament are all good 
maternal attributes that every herd 
should strive for. We must continue 
our work in spreading this message 
far and wide. I believe there are still a 
great many beef producers who are not 
aware of how good the Lincoln Red is.

Brexit is only just around the corner 
now, we will have many and varied 
opportunity’s to shape our future 
in farming. One thing I shall hope I 
am correct in believing, is that our 
cattle are just about the best thing we 
could have as our companion on this 
journey. They are what analysts have 
described as the perfect size to produce 
the most weaned weight per ha, the 
crucial profit marker for providing a 
sustainable income as this is the time 
when growth can be achieved for the 
least cost. In a time of uncertain costs, 
prices and margins this will surely build 
a strong backbone to our livelihood.

Alongside their many favourable 
attributes as suckler beef cows the 
story of a traditional native breed is a 
valuable story. I am in awe of many of 
our Breeders who have worked hard 
to develop markets for Lincoln Red 
beef throughout the County, Country 
and Internationally. They have all 
forged markets with our exceptional 
good eating and tasting beef.

High end butchers and restaurants 
are a niche market that can seem so 
remote to our daily farm lives, it can 
feel an impassable divide. Amy Jobe 
has made an impressive leap over that 
divide with her “Lincoln Russet” beef.

Amy’s success is admirable but not 
something most of us would be able 
to replicate. Its significance for the 
Breed lies in the publicity it is bringing 
to the Breed. One of her customers is 
the temper restaurant in Soho.  Martin 
is their butcher - his last text was 

“Congratulations, I just cooked a 
rib eye steak, it’s one of the best 

meats we have in the restaurant.”

To receive praise from butchers and 
chef’s is truly a mark of our meats 
high quality. Amy also sells her beef 
directly to the consumer through 
meat boxes. Recently one customer 
said “We were just talking about how 
happy we are with your beef.  It’s 
unthinkable to go backwards now”. 
Getting more people eating and 
enjoying beef, knowing it is Lincoln 
Red, is so important. I would like 
to thank all of our members who 
work tirelessly towards this goal. 

We all feel there should be a 
premium for our beef, for this there 
needs to be a demand and anything 
that increases the awareness of 
it will be of benefit to us all!

I am looking forward to another 
summer of showing, though I have 
no idea how many, if any cattle I will 
get trained. For me, the showing has 
always been the icing on the cake of 
owning pedigree cattle. Even if I do 
not get any cattle trained you can be 
sure I will come along to enjoy the 
social side. The hospitality extended 
to our members at the Lincolnshire 
show is wonderful, it is something 
our society can be really proud of. 
The Wednesday evening BBQ followed 
by dancing to the Baltic Donkeys 
in the stockman’s tent has become 
a highlight of our showing year. 

I hope I am not alone in feeling a 
sense of optimism when I look at the 
farming industry’s uncertain future. 
Farming has always been, and always 
will be a tricky life. Any industry 
that hangs on the British climate is 
always going to be unpredictable. 
Lincoln Reds have stood the test of 
time because they are an excellent 
breed and that is something 
that is not going to change. 

Martin Clough President
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Aldeburgh Food & Drink Festival 201712

Iken Old Cow –
Beef for Meat Geeks…

What is ‘old cow’?
If you’ve ever eaten a memorably good piece of beef in northern Spain, there’s a good chance 
that it came from an old dairy cow. In the Basque country, meat from retired dairy cows is 
highly prized: let loose for between 4 to 17 years on pasture in order to improve meat quality. 
This – when most of the beef we eat in the UK is slaughtered at up to 20 months – produces a 
very special, slow-grown beef that is speckled with rich yellow fat and has a stand-out flavour. 

Why ‘Iken’ not ‘Basque’?
Gerard first tasted Basque old cow when he lived in Spain and the memory of its wonderful deep 
flavour and rich, but well-distributed, creamy fat stayed with him. Now award-winning butcher 
and owner of Salter & King, he set about working with Iken-based farmer, Natasha Mann, to 
develop a local equivalent and ‘Iken Old Cow’ was born: special meat from Lincoln Red 
traditional breed cows, which have had between 4 and 12 years grazing. 

Is it worth the wait?!
Iken Old Cow has quickly gathered a die-hard fanbase. The depth of flavour is exceptional – 
accentuated by the extra long dry-hang that Gerard gives each carcass. ‘There’s something 
wonderful about being able to grow Suffolk’s own, traditional-breed version of Basque beef,’ 
says Gerard. ‘Specialist beef, raised by a trusted farmer, in an area of outstanding beauty and 
sold less than a mile away from where it was born. You can’t get better than that.’  

To be put on the list for the next Iken Old Cow, please contact Gerard, at                               
gerard@salterandking.co.uk, call 01728 452758 or call in on Aldeburgh High Street.                       

You can buy Salter & King meat on line at www.salterandking.co.uk  Delivery nationwide. 
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 Ancona Herd 

Ancona	Matilda	with	heifer	calf	by	Walmer	Talisman	

Elite	Accreditation	Hi	Health	Herdcare	since	2011 

Alan	Hargreaves,	Ancona	Farm,	Gedney,	Spalding,	Lincolnshire 

Tel:	01406	365415	or	Mobile:	07990	511175 
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Andrew Mylius Visits John Hamilton
 

at Thurston mains, Dunbar, East Lothian.
I first met John Hamilton seven 
years ago, when he phoned me to 
see if I had a Lincoln Red Bull for 
sale.  John drove up to St Fort the 
next day to inspect one of St Fort 
Guv’nors sons. I explained that he 
was already entered for the sale at 
Newark Bull Sales, so if he wanted 
him he would have to bid at the sale.

John said that he would, and a 
week or so later put in a telephone 
bid to secure his first Lincoln 
Red bull, St Fort Muskateer.

The Lammermuir hills rise sharply 
from the narrow flat coastal plain near 
Dunbar on the East Coast of Scotland 
to the East of Edinburgh.  From sea 
level up to 1000 ft in a short distance, 
riven by deep ravines and dry river beds  
which flash flood from time to time, 
this is an upside down landscape where 
the grazing land is high up on the edge 
of the moors.  Despite many shelter 
belts this can be a harsh environment 
for both Cattle and sheep.  We could be 
in Argentina or the high land of Bolivia, 
as John drives me round to look at 
the cattle.  We look across extensive 
grass fields with few fences in sight 
and gaze down into the deep ravines 
where the cattle and sheep can get 
shelter.  The famous Bass rock stands 
out in the Forth Estuary to the east and 
to the west the Aikengall wind farm 
stretches to the horizon across the 
heather moors.  Through my telephoto 
Camera lens I can see large groups 
of red cattle at feeding stations at the 
foot of some of the Wind Turbines.  So 
this is Aikengall and Thurston Mains.

John G Hamilton , his wife Vanessa 
and their three grown up sons, James, 
Charles and Harry came to Aikengall  
about 19 years ago.  Thurston Mains 
was bought 8 years ago and the tenancy 
of Nunraw was taken 6 years ago.

I recall that Tom McDougall and I 
delivered Muskateer in 2010.  Since 
then John has purchased another 5 St 
Fort Lincoln Red Bulls; Nimrod, North 

runs down the centre of a wide dry 
stony river bed on our right.  After half 
a mile we come to a holding pen where 
oldest son James is about to load 
Blackface Tup lambs for market onto 
an artic cattle float.   We run a large 
flock of Blackface sheep  as well as a 
flock of Scottish Mules John explains 
and adds  - before you leave I will show 
you a group of Tup lambs heading for 
the Stirling and Lanark  Ram sales, 
they are further up the hill.  They are 
our ”Aikengall” Flock he explains.

Leaving the sheep behind we start 
climbing steeply in the pickup and 
after another half mile arrive at the 
new Cattle yard. John explains that 
they built it high up so as to get good 
ventilation, he said that they had 
a pneumonia problem with sheds 
in the past in the lower valley.

Star, Soldier, Urchin, all XPs and P 
Bull St Fort Usher.  It was time to pay 
another visit to Thurston Mains and 
see how his plans were shaping up.

AM. I recall that 10 years ago 
you had established a herd of 
around 250 suckler cows, so 
what breed were these and have 
there been many changes?

JH.  Going back to those days we 
were using Simmental/Shorthorn 
and Shorthorn/Simmental cows, 
which were put to a Simmental Bull. 
However our aim was to breed a 
type of cow with Traditional Native 
characteristics, smaller than a 
Simmental and which would be easy 
fleshing, easy calving and also tough 
so we could leave them out longer in 
the back end before bringing them 
inside.  We used a variety of breeds 
including Shorthorns and Luing . 

AM. Your first Lincoln Red bull 
certainly seemed to have left 
a good impression, were there 
other Breeds you considered.

JH. Yes we looked at Sussex and 
Red Devons and tried a Hereford, 
but we discounted the South Devon 
as being too large, and another 
thing was that because of TB in 
parts of England we certainly did 
not want to be using breeds from 
that part of the UK.   Also we felt 
the gene pool of these smaller 
breeds might make it difficult to 
buy unrelated bulls, however our 
first Lincoln Red Bull produced 
the cross we were looking for and 
he paved the way for the Lincolns 
that followed.  We still use a 
Simmental bull on some of the 
pure Simmental cows to breed 
some replacements and to put back 
onto the Lincoln Red Cross cows.

AM.  The Lincoln Red Cattle Society 
promotes the breed as being easy 
calving and docile.  Has this claim 
been met in your experience?

AM.  I have seen pictures in 
the farming press of this shed, 
tell me more about it. 

JH.  We decided to install the cattle 
on slats so both sides have one slurry 
holding tank each, which we empty 
twice a year. The scraper passage is 
automatic as are the drinking tubes 
(as opposed to water troughs).  As 
you can see both sides are more 
or less full with steers ready to go 
for sale. We sell the LRx steers and 
some Simmx heifers to P R Duff 
in Wishaw. They are selling the 
beef mainly to London outlets and 
are marketed under the MacDuff 
brand.  We get 5p/Kg premium on 
an H grade.  This is equivalent to 
10p premium as 4H is payed the 
same as 4L.  Most Lincoln Reds 
grade R grades with a few U’s. We 

JH. Very much so, we now think the 
Simmental cross Lincoln Red, and 
for that matter the Lincoln Red cross 
Simmental is just about the ideal 
suckler as far as we are concerned.  
There is absolutely no doubt that 
the Lincolns docility is passed on to 
their offspring and this in turn helps 
when the bulls are or rather steers 
are finished inside.  They flesh up 
so well on the simple diet too.

AM.  So what numbers of cattle are 
you now carrying here at Thurston?

JH.  As you will see when we go 
round, we have built a new cattle 
shed, 300 ft long by 70ft wide.  This 
has enabled us, along with our other 
facilities to run 450 Cows finishing all 
the progeny.   Not all, but as I said a 
good proportion of these cows now 
have Lincoln Red in their genetics.   
This year we put 100 Simmental 
heifers to the Lincoln Red and actually 
we used a Red Angus Bull on 35 
Lincoln Red X Simmental heifers.

AM.  How do you actually 
manage to do this?

JH.  Well, because we have extensive 
fields we can put 80 to 100 heifers 
out with 2 to 3 Lincoln Red Bulls 
and this seems to work very well. 

JH.   Anyway Andrew, I think we should 
go up the hill and take a look around.

AM.  Before we set off John I forgot 
to ask you what age you are calving 
the Lincoln x Simmental heifers?

JH.  We aim to calve them at 2 
years old and it is sometimes the 
case that calving them at that age 
can slow their growth, but actually 
we don’t mind as we are aiming 
to get a cross cow that is a little 
smaller than a pure Simmental.

From Thurston Mains we leave the 
yard and head up the floor of a valley 
with steep sides, a trickle of water 

are sending around 45 to 50 Lincoln 
Red cross steers and some heifers 
to Duffs at the moment.  As you can 
see we also have LR X Simms and 
Simms X Lincoln.  There are some 
¾ and 7/8n Simm steers as well. 

AM.  They certainly are a very 
even and well fleshed group.  I 
can see you have a feeder 
Wagon, so what goes into it?

JH. I mentioned earlier that with 
the Lincoln Red genetics and their 
superior hardiness we are able to 
leave the Cows and Heifers out on 
the hill for longer in early winter; 
so once these steers have gone to 
market, the cows will come inside 
and we give them a simple ration 
of Silage and Straw, by the way the 
In calf heifers get the same. The 

2010 Autumn Show & Sale St Fort Muskateer top price Bull sold to John Hamilton
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steers or “fatteners” as we call 
them  are fed Silage, Home Grown 
Barley,  Wheat with Maize gluten.

AM.  By the way I forgot to ask you what 
age the steers leave the farm at?

JH. Mostly about 17 to 20 months, 
and we aim for 350 kg carcass weight 
for the Lincoln Reds and 380 – 400kg 
for the Simmental crosses.

AM.  The Lincoln Red is a maternal 
breed and we are very keen to preserve 
these traits in our own herd.  We are 
doing this by going back to some early 
genetics such as Original Population 
bulls, in order not to lose good milking 
traits in the females.   Was this a 
factor in your mind when you opted 
to use Lincoln Reds on your cows? 

JH.  Very much so.  The Simmental 
is already a milky breed but the 
Lincoln Red adds to this and when 
we have a look at some Lincoln x 
Simmental heifers with new calves at 
foot shortly you will see for yourself 
how well the calves are doing.

We set off from the cattle shed in 
the Pickup and plunge down a rough 
track and up the other side of the 
valley and emerge onto the high 

grass land where spring born calves, 
sired by a Lincoln Red, are already 
showing excellent growth and quality.  
In another field with the Bass Rock 
in the distance are Lincoln Red X 
Simmental cows with very well grown 
Simmental sired calves at Foot.   

AM.  Looking at these lovely cows 
with tremendous calves at foot I am 
truly impressed with what you have 
achieved with your herd.  The fact that 
our bulls are part of your story makes 
it so interesting.  We have sold Lincoln 
Bulls to other commercial herds, but 
there is a problem in that the Lincoln 
Red Cattle Society is not promoting 
enough sales of Bulls in the North of 
the UK.  Lincoln Red Breeders must 
extend their horizons to make the 
most of these opportunities to supply 
bulls to the commercial farms.

JH.  You are quite right Andrew, we 
like to source our bulls as close 
as possible and from disease free 
areas.  The north of England and 
Scotland is where the big commercial 
herds are and it would be good to 
see more Lincoln Bulls at Sales.

AM. Your sons, James , Charles 
and Harry are fully involved with 
your farming enterprise, do they 

think along the same lines as you, 
especially with using Lincoln Reds 
and is this a trend that will continue?

JH.  They can all see the results, and 
their interest is as strong as mine so 
yes we can see Lincoln Reds playing a 
part for years to come.   What we don’t 
want is anything with Limousin blood 
lines in their breeding; this can result in 
a flighty type of animal down the line.

AM.  Before we go back to the 
farm office, I must ask you about 
the Scottish Beef Expo at Fans in 
Berwickshire last May when you were 
on one of the seminar panels.  One 
of the main topics you spoke about 
was the need to introduce the new 
carcass grading system into the UK.

JH.  It is frustrating that not much is 
moving on this, but it really is vital to 
grasp the opportunity to improve the 
way we grade, so that tenderness and 
eating quality are rewarded.  There is 
also a measureable trait for docility 
which can be included into EBV’s.  These 
are things which need to be part of the 
beef industries production values.  If 
we are to compete against imported 
beef which might meet these criteria 
we need to get going in the UK.

AM.  Talking of the UK, I and probably all 
Scottish producers are concerned that 
the Scottish Government are making a 
huge fuss about Brexit regulations and 
demanding to have their own rules on 
everything.  Do you agree that in order 
actually remain in business we need a 
common set of rules and regulations 
across all four parts of the UK.

JH.  Vital, when you think of animal 
health, transport, BCMS and so on 
it really is so important to have a 
single set of rules.  Maybe we as 
farmers should do more to lobby our 
Politicians on these issues. By the 
way, before we set off back down, I 
have got one more thing to show you, 
the group of Blackface Rams, about 
to go to Stirling and Lanark Sales.    

We used to have a flock of NC Cheviots 
at St Fort, so my eye is not really geared 
up to judge Blackface Tups, although 
at a glance I could see they were a 
very even group and could do well.  
They were certainly well presented 
and ready for the breeding sales.   I 
did not count how many Tups there 
were, about 12 or so.  Anyway Johns 
final words were he would be spending 
everything they made on purchasing 
a new Tup or was it Tups!  at Stirling , 
Lanark or even Dalmally near Oban. 

As we return to the farm, I reflect 
on how the Herd at Thurston had 
developed.  They have created the 
ideal suckler cow for this terrain, their 
progeny are hitting top grades and 
supplying a UK wide market for top 
quality beef, all on a modest feeding 
regime.  What John and his family have 
established is not the first time Lincolns 
have been crossed with Simmentals, but 
on this scale it really is a benchmark.   
This a great cross to giving traditional 
qualities in a slightly smaller framed 
cow, ideal for the current and future 
beef trade.  The fact that the Lincoln 
Red has made this possible is so 
important for Pedigree Lincoln Red 
breeders to help find new and additional 
outlets for their bulls.   Make no 
mistake the cross the other way round, 
where you put a Simmental Bull onto 
Lincoln Red females works well too 
as John has demonstrated so well.  

 

I would recommend all  
Lincoln Red Breeders should pay 

Thurston Mains a visit and I know 
that John and his family would 

give them a warm welcome.

 
Andrew Mylius 
14th October 2017

Foot Note.  Andrew Mylius has been breeding Lincoln Red 
Cattle on the family farm at St Fort in Fife since 1961.  Now 
run as a Partnership with his wife Hilary and eldest son 
Caspar, the current herd  consists of 90 odd breeding 
Lincoln Red females and a herd of Pedigree Aberdeen 
Angus.  St Fort exported live bulls to Argentina in the late 
1970’s and has recently exported Lincoln Red Embryos 
to Brazil and Semen to USA , Canada and Australia.

“

”

Calves sired by a Lincoln Red Bull

AM & JH steers ready to go AM & JH LR x Simm AM & JH John & Son Charles next to 300ft shed

AM & JH LR X Simm Cows with 2017 Spring born calf  Simm Sire

AM & JH LR x Simm wind farm in background
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Walmer Viborg – Supreme Champion Bull 2018 English Premier Peidgree Spring Show & Sale with Mr Needler, Pat Beginn & Jane Benge

A Centurion in Our Midst  
The Walmer Herd – A Short History Through Shows and Sales
The Walmer Herd of Pedigree Lincoln 
Reds was founded in 1956 by Hedley 
Needler at Walmer House Farm, 
North Killingholme and Vicarage 
Farm, South Killingholme. Based on 
his one third share of the Acthorpe 
Herd, on the dissolving of the family 
partnership with his elder brother 
Milson, and father Jim, at Boundary 
Farm, Great Limber, all three of these 
farms being on the Brocklesby Estate.

The following statistics will illustrate:-

FIRST BULL SOLD   
Acthorpe Sagacity  
17th Louth Bull Fair 1957  
Sold for 120gns

FIRST WALMER BULLS SOLD 
Renown and Remus  
Lincoln 1957  
Both sold for 180gns

FIRST, FIRST PRIZE & CHAMPION 
Resolve. Louth 1958  
Sold for 290gns

FIRST POLLED BULL BOUGHT 
Cropwell Zipper in 1959

FIRST BULL SOLD IN SCOTLAND  
Denzil at St Boswells in 1962  
Sold for 230gns

FIRST WALMER SHOW TEAM 1963  
Went to the Royal, the Highland, the Great 
Yorkshire, Newark, and Hainton Shows. 
Fortunate was Champion Male at the 
Yorkshire, and Reserve Male at the Royal.

FIRST WALMER BULLS TO  
SOUTH AMERICA 
In 1974 Times was 1st and Senior 
Champion at Porto Alegre, Brazil. 
Sold for 2400gns. In 1978 Zook was 
1st, Intermediate, and Supreme 
Champion. Zack was first, and Senior 
Champion also at Porto Alegre.

SUPREME CHAMPION BULLS IN THE 
WALMER HERD: 
RESOLVE, Lo 1958  
FIGARO, L 1963  
FUTURIST, L 1963  
UJIJI, B 1975     
VITELLIUSB 1976  
XELEVENTOS, A 1977  
ZOCCO, L 1978  
ZOOK, Porto Alegre 78  
CHIEF EROS, L 1983  
FIGARO, L 1984 
HYPERION, A 1986 
JACANA, L 1987              
LOGAN, L 1989 
MUSTANG, L 1990 
PRINCE, L 1993  
KEEPER, A 2009        
LEGEND, L 2010  
MAGEE, A 2010 

18 Bull Sale Champions.

HIGHEST PRICE  
WALMER LEGEND  
Lincoln Bull Sale in 2010 
Sold for 10,000 gns         

BULL SALE FEMALE CHAMPIONS: 
LASS A.1, L 2000 
PRINCESS N18, L 2012 
ROSE P12, A 2012

SUMMER SHOWS 
The Walmer Herd has won, up to 2018 

72 Male Championships 
45 Female Championships 
77 Supreme Championships  
(56 by Bulls, and 21 by Females) 

The above Supremes have been won 
at 10 different Summer Shows:-   
NEWARK 11  
WOODHALL  11 
DEEPING  6 
RUTLAND  3  
LINCOLNSHIRE  10 
HIGHLAND  2 
NORFOLK  9 
ROYAL  7 
PETERBOROUGH  1 
YORKSHIRE  12  
HECKINGTON  4 

Since 2000, the Walmer Herd has 
won 42 Supreme Championships, all 
with home bred animals. The most 
successful show animals have been:-

WALMER CHIEFTAIN  
16 Supremes, 1982-84 
WALMER EVEREST            
9 Supremes, 2006-07 
WALMER LOBELIA F2 
9 Supremes, 2007-10 
WALMER LOBELIA N42 
7 Supremes, 2011-13 
WALMER  KUDOS 
7 Supremes, 2009-11 
WALMER PIPER 
5 Supremes, 2013 
SPRIDCLIFF PAGAN 
4 Supremes, 1994 
WALMER VIBORG 
1 Supremes, 2018

SIRE OF THE YEAR (Started in 1981)

Home Bred:-  
WALMER DALLAS  
1985 and 1987 
WALMER FALCON 2009 (in own herd)

Walmer Used:-  
ANWICK TIMOTHY  
1988 
ST FORT KONDOR  
1991 and1992 
BEVERLEY HENCHMAN 
2010, 2011 and 2012.

At our 2018 English  Premier 
Pedigree Show and Sale at Newark 
Livestock Market Hedley’s Walmer 
Viborg won Supreme Champion 
Male and went on to sell for 7000 
guineas (second highest priced 
bull in the Sale out of all 4 Breeds).  
Hedley was a Council Member in 
1961 and is a Life Vice President.

“

”

The Walmer Herd has been one of 
the most influential herds in the 

Lincoln Red Cattle Society over the 
61 years of the herd’s existence.

BULL SALES N.B.  
L (Lincoln)   LO (Louth)    
B (Boston)   A (Alford)

 In the words of Michael Read, 

“Here’s to many  
more years, Hedley!”

Studying form at the Bull Sale
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AUCHMACOY 
 LINCOLN REDS 

 

 

 

FIRST CLASS BREEDING STOCK AVAILABLE ALL 
YEAR ROUND 

For more information contact 

Sharon Buchan 07717746962 

Auchmacoy Estate Office 01358 720291 

The Estate Office, Auchmacoy, Ellon AB41 8RB 
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AUCHMACOY 
 LINCOLN REDS 

 

 

 

FIRST CLASS BREEDING STOCK AVAILABLE ALL 
YEAR ROUND 

For more information contact 

Sharon Buchan 07717746962 

Auchmacoy Estate Office 01358 720291 

The Estate Office, Auchmacoy, Ellon AB41 8RB 

THE DONINGTON HERD 
Founded 1961

BORN IN THE GREAT OUTDOORS

A PEDIGREE HERD RUN COMMERCIALLY

100 Plus cows out wintered 
Calving our April / May

Heifers and Bulls sold have  
produced several Champions

QUALITY HEIFERS AND BULLS FOR SALE

Contact Graham Parkinson

T: 01507 343 500 
M: 07758 828 474 

E: landgpark@btinternet.com
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Yarn Hill Beef By Natasha Mann
Lincoln Red cattle are a rare 
native breed dating back to the 
Viking invasions of Britain.  What 
started out for Natasha as a 
friendly favour quickly turned 
into a hobby and has long since 
escalated into a true passion.

“A friend of ours had five Lincoln 
Reds and he asked if he could 
pop them down on our marshes, 
I said yes. Then he got busy and 
asked if I could look after them 
and I said yes.  Then he asked if I 
would like to buy them, and I said 
yes.” The Manns are now one of 
the world’s largest breeders of 
Lincoln Reds, with more than two 
hundred fifty cattle in their Yarn 
Hill Herd, including five bulls and a 
hundred and ten breeding stock.

Three years ago, Natasha began 
showing some of her bulls and 
heifers at agricultural shows and 
she’s been sweeping in the titles 
ever since.  Countless ribbons, all 
from this year alone, line the ceiling 
around their kitchen. “We’ve had a 
good season,” she modestly admits.  
The awards do much for Yarn Hill’s 
standing within the Lincoln Red 
Cattle Society and command higher 
prices for the progeny of the  
award-winning bloodlines. 
But the Manns are particularly 
gratified by what the interbreed 
champion titles indicate about 
Lincoln Reds as a Breed.

Quite prolific until the 1970s, 
Lincoln Reds fell out of fashion 
in favour of Continental breeds 
like the Charolais and Limousin 
that grow more quickly to heavier 
weights and do better on intensive 
finishing systems. One particular 
segment of “original population” 
Lincoln Reds declined enough in 
number to warrant monitoring by 
the Rare Breeds Survival Trust.

But interest in the Breed has 
rekindled. “Now you read articles 
that say grass-fed beef is more 
nutritious or that native breeds 
are better for you, Richard says 
of recent cattle-farming trends 
toward forage-based diets.

 

Lincoln Reds do much better off 
grass; they convert it better.”

The Yarn Hill Herd stays outdoors 
twelve months of the year, grazing 
mainly on the natural grasses that 
grow on the old water meadows at 
Hill Farm Iken, The Manns also grow 
a bit of barley to supplement the 
cattle’s diet if necessary, particularly 
when they are finishing, although 
the regimen is entirely ad lib.  “If the 
weather does dry and the grass slows 
down,” explains Richard “then they’ll 
eat a little more barley.  But when it 

rains and the grass is lush, they’ll 
eat more grass and less barley.”

As a native breed, Lincoln Reds 
thrive outdoors, simply growing 
a thicker coat in the winter, and 
the Manns are fortunate to have a 
farm with light soil that doesn’t get 
too wet and muddy.  They believe, 
however, that it’s important to let 
the cows come in when necessary,  
whether for calving or when there’s  
an uncommonly wet, driving wind.  

“We’re firm believers in giving the 
animals the freedom of choice,”  

says Richard. 

 “If they want to come, they can.  If 
they’re happy to be outside, fine.”

Other than those Natasha takes to 
agricultural shows, the Yarn Hill 
cattle spend their entire lives in the 
quiet tranquillity of Hill farm Iken.  
“I think consumers are becoming 
more discerning and happier to pay 
a higher price for a better quality 
of meat,” says Richard.  “They’re 
looking for provenance.  Our cattle 
are born here and raised here, 
and they only go on one journey 
when they leave the farm.  

“

”

That’s what it’s all about. It’s about low stress 
and a lack of adrenaline. It’s about the freedom. 

And we think you can taste it in the meat.
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Original Population Lincoln Red Cattle
• Hi Health Accredited Herds
• Pasture For Life Accredited Herds
• Bulls and Easy Calving Females available

                      ! !  

  

                      ! !  

  

  

The Grimblethorpe 
and Fellbeck Herds

Contact Andy Aldridge, Grimblethorpe Hall, Grimblethorpe, Louth, Lincolnshire LN11 0RB 
Tel 01507 313440  Mobile 07774 637056  Email enquiries@grimblethorpehall.co.uk

Rare breed beef, lamb and pork for 
sale from our on-farm butchery

Quality breeding stock for sale – 
viewing by appointment

Stay on the estate in our charming self catering 
cottages set in the beautiful Lincolnshire Wolds

Supporter of

#GoNative
Registered Charity No. 269442
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After my wife died in January 2004, 
I decided to leave my employment 
with Limestone Farming Company 
and retire to the land of my birth.  

Leaving a demanding job for no job 
leaves a lot of time and space to 
fill.  I purchased a poly tunnel and 
some Light Sussex hens.  The hens 
were a throwback to my childhood 
because in 1945 my mother bravely 
surrendered the family egg ration so 
that I could have coupons to buy layers 
meal for my Light Sussex pullets.  
The government were encouraging 
householders to produce as much 
of their own food as possible.  Next 
I bought a collie bitch puppy for 
£30 and we went walking on the 
beach at Llanbedrog every day.

All the time the plan was to buy or 
rent 12-20 acres of grazing so that 
I could renew my connection with 
Lincoln Reds but it was proving more 
difficult than I expected.  Invariably 
fields went to the neighbour in spite 
of so called sealed bids.  Eventually 
I was tipped off about 18 acres that 
would not be advertised if a quick 
sale could be arranged.  That was the 
start but then I needed a shed.  My 
planning application was turned down 
flat because the fields were in an 
area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  
Meeting the Chief Planning Officer 
onsite and pointing out that the only 
people who would be able to see my 
proposed shed lived on a hillside 3 
miles away and that the boundary 
of the AONB bisected my gate so 

had the last laugh because the site 
allocated was backed up against a 
high hedge and facing due north.  
Fortunately, an application for a calf 
shed a year later went through on the 
nod (a new chief of planning had taken 
office) and by putting the new building 
at right angles to the first went some 
way toward cutting off the NW wind.

In 2008, there were 10 Lincoln Reds 
on the Llŷn Peninsula and from 
their new home they have sight 
of Snowdon on a clear day rising 
above the surrounding hills.

Ten years later 5 of the 10 cows are 
all descended from Anwick Mary 
140th purchased by me in 1967 from 
Mr Bembridge on behalf of St Fort 
which is evidence that some families 
select themselves.  I have now had the 
company of 11 generations of this family.  
C.L. (Lol) Bembridge OBE was a hero of 
mine and a great Lincoln Red stalwart.

Nobody who was present will forget 
the flutter of panic that went through 
the assembly when he climbed on a 
kitchen chair to address the guests at 
his 90th birthday celebration.  Nor the 
time when he rushed to greet his man 
Johnny coming out of the show ring with 
a red ticket, shook his hand vigorously 
and tucked a parcel under his arm.  I 
turned to my neighbour and said “What 
was that all about Lol must have won 
scores of red tickets”?  The reply came 
back “Yes but that was his 500th!”

Having the cattle 8 miles from where 
I live is a drawback but my good 
fortune with the neighbours I have is 
compensation for that.  Next door Alwyn 
and son Medwyn breed Charolais and 

run a livestock haulage business and 
a hay and straw merchanting business 
and regularly collect straw from the 
Louth area.  A half mile on the other 
side, Meilir erects farm sheds, including 
mine and brings his cattle crush when 
I have a TB test and then proceeds to 
do most of the work.  Richard (English 
from Leicester) lives with his family 
in a timber house he built entirely 
by himself in a small wood that they 
own.  He instructs in driving and rock 
climbing and is always ready to help 
with whatever when he is at home.

The young vet Arwyn is only 4 miles 
away.  He has the dimensions of a 2nd 
row forward but always has a twinkle in 
his eye.  He never wears anything over a 
sleeveless vest if it isn’t actually raining 
and arrives in a large white van with a 
side door.  A peek inside tells you that 
he never intends to be found wanting.  

If I happen to be near the gate people 
often stop and ask what breed the 

cattle are and to date only one has 
guessed correctly – a farmer’s wife 
sitting beside her husband in the car.  

After savouring the words “Lincoln 
Red” the usual rejoinder is “well 
they are grand cattle anyway”.

For the 56 years that I have been 
involved with Lincoln Reds, the 
Society has always been noted for 
the friendliness and goodwill of its 
members.  The cattle have gone from 
being tall, horned, quick growing 
animals to having dramatically 
improved beef conformation together 
with becoming polled.  Early growth 
rate is less because some milkiness 
have been forfeited and this should 
be of some concern.  A big beefy 
cow with an under-nourished calf 
will not gladden anyone’s heart.

that half of the field was outside it 
cut no ice with him.  Bemoaning my 
situation, a friend suggested meeting 
her friend who was a councillor.  

“If like me you thought all councillors 
were invariably male, over 50, 

overweight and overly complacent 
you would sometimes be wrong.”  

Llinos turned out to be not only a 
feisty female of 40 but a lissom and 
raven haired beauty to boot.  She 
could certainly fight her corner 
because three weeks later I had my 
permission but the planning officer 

Hobby Farming on Pen Llyn 
By David Evans

ˆ

Penny on Llanbedrog beach

The Vangar Herd

Vangar Mary 09 by St. Fort Dickens & her 5 month old calf by Donington Kavannah
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Jeanne Parkes 
A Tribute by Michael Read

It is impossible to do justice to such 
an extraordinary lady as Jeanne 
Parkes, known to everyone as Jan, 
in a short article like this. Those of 
us privileged to have attended her 
recent memorial service held in a 
full to capacity Binbrook Church, in 
the heart of the Lincolnshire Wolds, 
learnt so much more about her 
early life, and her many interests 
outside of her farming career, and 
her beloved Lincoln Red herd, and 
Lincoln Longwool flock.

 She was born in Richmond, Surrey 
in 1933, one of 3 daughters, and 
after her formal education, attended 
Moulton Agricultural College, studying 
Agricultural Science. Whilst attending 
a friend’s wedding, she met her first 
husband, Stewart Milligan-Manby, and 
they were married in 1954, moving up 
to Thorganby, and Stewart’s estate, in 

a very quiet part of the Lincolnshire 
Wolds, no doubt quite different to 
Surrey. In 1958, and 1960, their 2 sons 
James, and Richard were born, but, 
soon after Richard’s birth, Stewart 
was taken ill, and Jeanne nursed him 
until he died in 1964. Jeanne was 
advised by the Trustees that there 
was no way she could run the estate, 
it being extremely rare for a woman 
to look after such an enterprise, and 
that she ought to sell up. She was 
determined to have a go, and keep 
the estate together for her 2 young 
sons, and being a lady of considerable 
common sense, full of energy, but with 
a backbone of steel, she more than 
succeeded. The first thing she did was 
to advertise for a young stockman. A 
farmer’s son from Manby, near Louth 
called Graham Lowry went for an 
interview, and when she learnt that he 
was only 24, she took him on, telling 

him that she wanted someone with 
no previous experience, and set in 
their ways, so that they could develop 
the Herd together. When Graham 
arrived there were 2 herds of pedigree 
Lincoln Reds numbering 135 cows 
split between the Thorganby, and 
Wykeham farms. The cows had been 
run fairly commercially, with no bulls 
registered, nor any showing done, 
but always top stock bulls used. They 
decided to calve around 70 cows at 
Thorganby, and sell the Wykeham 
herd, register a few bulls, and start 
showing. It wasn’t long before they had 
some success, with Mcturk Pimpernel 
winning their first ever First Prize, 
in 1971, at the Lincolnshire show. In 
1972, they showed for the first time 
at the Royal Show at Stoneleigh. In 
1971, Jeanne had been elected to 
the Lincoln Red Council, and in 1976, 
was elected President, the first ever 

lady President in the 81 years of the 
Society’s existence. It was a role she 
filled with such enormous energy, and 
skill, that she was elected again in 
1984; and in 1996, she stood in for her 
son James, as in that same year he 
had also been elected High Sheriff of 
Lincolnshire. In 1987 she was elected 
a Life Vice President, and in 2003, she 
was elected Patron, to follow on from 
C.L.(Lol) Bembridge, a role she held 
until 2010. I must mention 2 bulls in 
particular from the Mcturk Herd. 

“Mcturk Vagabond was certainly the 
most influential bull of his generation 

in the Breed.”

Born in 1975, he was bought for 
4400gns at Alford Bull Sale in 1976 by 
Lol Bembridge for his world famous 
Anwick Herd. This price was nearly 
double the previous breed record, 
and stood as the Lincoln Red record 
until 2007. The other bull would be 
Anwick Yield, bought privately from 
Lol Bembridge in 1989. He grew 
into an outstanding breeding and 
show bull, and had semen sold all 
round the world. He won many show 
championships, and Graham Lowry 
always maintained he had only taken 

Yield out from a herd of cows the 
day before many of these shows. As 
well as Vagabond, the Mcturk herd 
also produced 2 other winners of 
the prestigious Lincoln Red Sire of 
the Year Trophy. Jeanne was a well 
known Judge around the Country, 
judging both Lincoln Reds, and 
Lincoln Longwool sheep at many of 
the big county shows, and also judged 
Longwool sheep at the Royal Sydney 
Show in Australia. She served on the 
Royal Show Council in the 1990s, and 
was a tremendous help to me when 
I took on the job of Main Ring cattle 
parade commentator there. She was 
on the Council of the Lincolnshire 
Agricultural Society for many 
years, also serving as President, 
and on the Council of the Lincoln 
Longwool, the Dorset Horn, and 
Dorset Poll Societies. In 1985, she 
visited Hungary with a party of fellow 
Breeders to look round the huge 
Lincoln Red herds there, and in 1986, 
she gave a paper on the Society’s 
behalf to the World Shorthorn 
conference in Palermo, Brazil. 

In 1968, she married Michael Parkes, 
a man who was passionate about the 
countryside, and together they made 
many improvements to the estate, 
especially the shoot, which was rated 
one of the best in the Wolds, and 
was married to him for 43 years. Her 

2 sons, James, and Richard have 4 
children apiece, and they all absolutely 
adored their Granny, as came out at 
her memorial service, where many 
of them spoke . She was described 
in the eulogy as full of spirit, and this 
came out back in the 1980s, when the 
Society was attending a beef event at 
Perth. Jeanne asked Robert Needham 
and I, if we would like to travel up with 
her. We duly turned up at Thorganby, 
only to discover that she was taking 
up her late husband’s old 1950s Rolls 
Royce. It was quite a chilly Autumn 
day, but she appeared wearing a 
light cardigan, a calf length skirt, and 
ankle socks. A few miles after we 
had set off, she said that it was a bit 
stuffy in the car, did we mind if she 
wound her window down. Robert and 
I were by then trying not to shiver in 
the back, but she was happily talking 
away whilst driving. At a motorway 
service station, she asked me if I 
would like to drive. I explained that I 
hadn’t ridden in a Rolls Royce before, 
never mind driven one, but would have 
a go. As we travelled along, I kept 
checking the mirror, and eventually 
the opportunity arrived when she was 
deep in conversation, and I could wind 
up the window, and turn the heating 
on a little. It has been a privilege for 
me to have known Jeanne since the 
early 1960s. Her enthusiasm for life 
was infectious.

“

”

Everything she took on,  
she gave 100%. What a Lady.

Jeanne Parkes presenting the Parkes Perpetual Trophy to Michael Read’s Supreme Champion Female Hemingby Bridget M637 – Stockman Richard Waite & Judge James Milligan-Manby – LRCS Spring Show & Sale
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Royal Welsh Show Report 
By Catherine Bettinson
2017 has been a breakthrough 
year for our breed. The Royal 
Welsh Agricultural Society invited 
the Lincoln Red Cattle Society 
to hold their own cattle section 
for the first time. This to be 
once every three years rotating 
with other smaller breeds.

With over 7000 livestock entries, 
over 1000 trade stands and around 
240,000 visitors, this is the biggest 
agricultural show in Europe.

It was decided to have our normal 
pop-up banner reproduced in Welsh 
for the cattle lines. TV crews all 
seemed to want to film the Lincoln 
Reds and the banner proved to be 
a great success. A lot of filming 

was done for BBC4 who showed 
highlights of each day at 7.30pm, 
but during the day S4C transmitted 
live from the showground.

Mr Ivan Clough, a Society Life 
Vice-President from Halton 
Holegate in Lincolnshire, kindly 
agreed to do the judging.

A baking hot day, the Lincoln Red 
judging on the Monday began at 
1pm. Chatting to the stewards 
beforehand we were delighted to 
hear that they were well versed, 
have researched the Lincoln Red 
and their temperament well before 
the show. Ivan remained calm and 
composed as the film crew, in the 
ring with him, transmitted live to 
the Welsh nation. They circled in 
closely as he made his presentations 
with appreciative spectators taking 
great interest in the proceedings.

Supreme and Male Champion; 
Brackenhurst Ranger, bred by 
Nottingham Trent University and 

owned by Mr Nick Barton. Junior 
Male Champion and Reserve Male 
Champion; Brackenhurst Viper, 
bred and owned by Nottingham 
Trent University. Female Champion 
and Reserve Supreme Champion; 
Holegate Miss U8, bred and owned 
by Mr Edward Middle-ton. Junior 
Female Champion and Reserve 
Female Champion; Brackenhurst 
Diana V444 bred and owned by 
Notting-ham Trent University. With 
everyone in high spirits, we were 
content to have achieved classes at 
the Royal Welsh never realising what 
a wonderful time would lie ahead.

Tuesday was yet another hot day 
and late morning saw Brackenhurst 
Viper win the Native Agri Lloyd Elite 
Junior Bull Championship. This 
competition has two distinct judging 
criteria. The first element based on 
EBV figures, each animal based on 
their percentage over breed average. 
The second element based on the 
judges’ assessment. The combined 
score providing the overall winner.

Neil Hodgson with Gareth Wyn Jones

Brackenhurst Ranger and Brackenhurst Viper Holegate Miss U8

Short list of Team of Five Short list of Team of Five
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Midday saw Brackenhurst Diana V444 
as Reserve Junior heifer in the Native 
Interbreed Championship, based on 
overall conformation of the animal.

Late afternoon was the Nat West 
team of Five. For this class judging 
is for as evenly matched group 
as possible. The cattle arena 
was surrounded by hundreds of 
spectators as 17 teams of 5 were 
paraded. It took over one and a 
half hours to judge. From the 17 
teams a short list of 8 is then drawn 
forward. It was so exciting as the 
judge tapped the teams forward. 
The Lincoln Red team were last 
in the line-up and as he came to 
the last three teams there was 
only one place left. Would he turn 
around and draw from further 
back? He looked back and studied, 
then came forward and tapped 
the Lincolns to the next round. We 
didn’t win but it was so exciting to 
get to a short list on our first visit.

On Wednesday, it was into the ring 
again as Nottingham Trent University 
entered the RWAS Team of Three 
Championship for which all three 
must be exhibitor owned. With great 
delight they were the winning Native 
team of three and were Reserve in 
the overall Interbreed Team of Three.

Could Thursday bring yet more 
results? Of Course, the Lincoln Reds 
were storming. Other breeds were 
commenting on such wonderful 
cattle. They created a lot of interest, 
especially from the diary sector who 
are looking for a breed to cross with 
that will make dairy calves more 
profitable in the market place.

Mid-morning saw Brackenhurst 
Viper as our Junior Male 
Champion compete in the Junior 
Bull Interbreed Native Breeds, 
taking Reserve Champion.

Later that morning came the 
Marks and Spencer Native Breed 
Championship. This Championship 
being for a group of three comprising 
of one bull and two heifers. 
Brackenhurst Ranger, too big to 
match in the team of 5, now came 
into his own. Ranger, along with 
Holegate Miss U8 and Brackenhurst 
Diana V444 made an imposing team 
in the ring and walked away as 
Reserve Champions of the Marks and 
Spencer Native Breed Championship.

As if anything couldn’t get better. At 
noon, the presentation of awards to 
Beef and Dairy Stockmen took place, 
with Neil Hodgson, Nottingham 
Trent University, coming third out 
of all the beef exhibitors. This is 
for achieving high standards of 
presentation of the herd, promotional 
aids and information, verbal 
information and the overall effect 
of the presentation of the breed.

It was a pleasure to meet our new 
members Robin and Deborah 
Whittle from Carmarthen in Wales, 
Limousin breeders who are venturing 
into the halls of the Lincoln Reds. 
Robin and Deborah were showing 
their Wragby herd bred Lincoln 
Red heifers, gaining second 
place with Wragby Corin U205.

It’s not just the animals, it’s how 
you show them that also counts 
and together the Lincoln Red 
stockmen made a formidable team. 
Tremendous thanks must go to our 
members who put in the effort, time 
and expense to exhibit at the Welsh.

 

“What a lot has been achieved by 
such a small group of cattle and their 
dedicated owners and handlers. So, 
watch this space in three years’ time 

when hopefully we’ll be invited to 
show at the Royal Welsh once again.”

The Team showing their best side - uniformity is what the Judge was looking for

Marks & Spencer Native Breed Reserve Champions
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Brook Treasure

Judging  With Style 
By Michael Read
In 2014, I produced an article on my 
experiences of judging, and watching 
the judging of livestock, which go 
back to the 1960s. 1962 was my 
first full summer round the show 
circuit, where we showed 3 females 
of which Hemingby Treasure, and 
Walcott Mattie respectively won the 
cow and 2 year old heifer classes at 
the 8 shows we attended. I thought 
to myself that this showing job is 
easy, so in 1963 we brought out 
7 animals, but only won 1 first! 

Back in those days we were seeing a 
mixture of horned and polled animals 
with the Lincolnshire Show of 1962 
having 7 classes, of which 3 were 
won by polled animals. Philip Watts, 
a keen polled breeder, was the judge 
that year, and was quite prepared to 
put up horned animals, and also had 
a class of 15 young bulls, and of 16 
yearling heifers to place. So, tricky 
times for our judges with quite different 
types coming forward.   Having made 
that point, I still think the standard 
of judging in the Lincoln Red classes 
over the last 50+ years is as high as 
any other breed, if not higher.  Today 
with nearly all show animals having 
come through the Breed Development 
programme, the modern Lincoln Red is 
much more of a single type. Very rarely 
do you see an excess of fat on a show 
animal. The one thing that doesn’t 
change, though, is the variety of styles 
of judging, how the judge inspects, 
handles, and places each class.

TRADITIONAL STYLE

(A) This is by far the most commonly  
 seen method, whereby the judge  
 walks the class round, then at one  
 side of the ring, judges each animal  
 separately, watching them walking,  
 and then handling them individually.  
 After judging the last animal, they  
 are then pulled into the middle in a  
 provisional order, whilst they are still  
 walking round. After an inspection  
 of the line up, and maybe some  
 tweaking, the rosettes are given out.

(B) As above, but after individually  
 judging each animal, they  
 are lined up in class order, and  
 the judge then pulls his winners  
 forward in order, inspects them  
 again, and hands out the rosettes.

(C) As in (A). but again after individually  
 handling each animal, the judge  
 this time stops them all sideways  
 on round the outside ofthe ring, and  
 then pulls in the winners in order etc.

SMITHFIELD SHOW STYLE

The Royal Smithfield Show developed 
a method of judging quite different 
to the above, because of the small 
judging rings at Earls Court, where 
space was at a premium. The cattle 
judging ring was often not big enough 
to have room to watch each animal 
individually walking, then handle it on 
it’s own. So a system was developed 
whereby the judges watches the class 
walking, then lines them up in class 
order, handles them, and pushes 
forward the winners into an order. 
Inspects them again, alters them 
slightly, and hands out the rosettes.

RANDOM STYLE

I have seen over the years a few 
examples of the above style. In this 
the judge walks the class round, 
then stops them, and wanders 
round handling them , probably in 
a rough order. They are then pulled 
in to the middle in an order etc. 

CHOOSING YOUR STYLE

It is not the purpose of this article 
to state that one method is better 
than another, but I would say 
that the random style is not to be 
recommended purely because it is a 
muddle to watch, and probably for the 
judge as well. The other two styles 
both have their merits. I personally 
have nearly always favoured the 
Smithfield style, especially in big 
classes, as it can speed judging up 

considerably. It also helps where 
there are nervous animals, which 
haven’t been trained properly, and 
are very difficult to handle on their 
own. We have seen over the years 
many animals of different breeds 
try and break away in judging. As 
you are handling them in class 
order, you can keep looking down 
your line up at their hindquarter 
conformation. On the other hand I 
think the traditional style comes in 
where classes are small, and you can 
spin the judging out a bit longer, an 
important point at shows where you 
are starting at 8 am, and, if you’re not 
careful, you will be finished before 
any spectators have arrived. It is also 
easier to see the conformation of each 
animal when they are stood round 
the ring, as you do your judging.

JUDGING FOR THE SPECTATORS

At the end of the day, each judge is 
there to entertain the watching crowd, 
as well as pleasing the exhibitors, and 
yourself. There are certain essential 
rules to follow, whatever style you use. 

1/ Always give out the first prize rosette  
 at the same end of the line up.

2/  Always have your class line up  
 facing the same way, preferably  
 looking towards the biggest crowd  
 of spectators. This is difficult at the  
 Lincolnshire with the sloping ring.

3/ Always discuss with your stewards   
 your preferred judging style,  
 and ask if there is anything they  
 would like you to do in particular.

4/ It is important to keep watching  
 the time, and not drag the  
 classes out too much. As my  
 father told me, you’re much better  
 making your mistakes quickly.

5/ It’s nice to have a quick  
 chat with each exhibitor,  
 preferably complimentary  
 at the end of each class.

There are certain ways you can 
show the spectators why you 
fault an animal, as in handling 
the bigger brisket,  the tutty 
fat round the tail,  the coarse 
shoulders,  the moderate udder, 
or  the narrow hinds and chine. On 
the other hand, you can show the 
wide topline or hind quarters, and 
better finish, with your hands.

LARGE CLASSES

Our breed has had the most 
wonderful season round the shows in 
2017, with more Interbreed success 
than I can ever remember, bigger 
classes, and, especially, the overall 
quality of the animals. There would 
be a lot of disappointed exhibitors 
by the end of the season with their 
animals, which would easily have 
won first at every show 20 years ago, 
having to stand moving up and down 
the line  at different shows. I reckon 
there were probably 6 yearling bulls, 
2 year old and yearling heifers in each 
class at several shows that could 
have won. It is important to realise 
that it is only the judge’s opinion, 
and that several of our judges this 
summer have had a big  job on 
their hands sorting out some huge 
classes, and deserve our grateful 
thanks. I would make one point about 
judging big classes. I think it is less 
confusing for the spectators, if , after 
handling every animal, a short lead 
of perhaps 6 or 8 animals are pulled 
forward, with the remainder left as 
joint 7th or 9th. It’s not much fun 
standing bottom in a class of 18!

 
 

“To finish, I was hoping to be able 
to call a style of judging Gangnam 
Style, but came to the conclusion 

that our animals probably wouldn’t 
appreciate being pulled and thrown 

about the ring as appears to be 
necessary to qualify for that.”

Reserve Champion

Norfolk Inter-Breed

Reserve Supreme 

Norfolk Lincoln Reds

Female Champion 

Norfolk Lincoln Reds

Female Champion 

Lincolnshire Agricultural Show

Novice Champion 

Lincolnshire Agricultural Show

Woodhall Spa 

Reserve Female Champion

Michael Read judging at Earls Court 1979

Walmer Everest 2007
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ICE Creams

cones    lollies    �akes

99p

EPIC CENTRE

EXHIBITION HALL

To book your next event with us call us on 01522 522900 

or visit our website: www.lincolnshireshowground.co.uk 

@LincsShowground@showglincs /LincolnshireShowground

Enjoy the perfect summer weekend at 

Starring Lincoln Reds… 
And co-

jumping, dogs, poultry, shopping, 

fireworks, 

food and 

music 

HECKINGTON
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Britain’s largest villag e show
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Heckington 
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 SHOW AWARD ANIMAL NAME OWNER SIRE

 2016
 Autumn Show & Sale Champion Bull Chestnut Tree Ptarmigan Tom Green Auchmacoy Lachlan
  Champion Female Auchmacoy Heroine T272 Mrs S Buchan Auchmacoy Lancaster
 Newark Multi-Breed Calf Show Breed & Native Champion Foulness Vulcan Chris Page St. Fort Rolex
 East Of England Smithfield Breed Champion Vickers Field Venus V40 Tommy Charlton Auchmacoy Septimus
  Duke Of Norfolk Trophy Vickers Field Venus V40 Tommy Charlton Auchmacoy Septimus
   Premier Vulcan Mr R & Mrs D Mawer St. Fort Stirling
   Vickers Field Victoria V46 Tommy Charlton Auchmacoy Septimus
 2017
 English Premier Pedigree Spring Show & Sale Supreme Champion Foulness Usher Chris Page St. Fort Rolex
  Champion Female Padworth Park Udele U157  Mick Shaw & Ruth Miller Houghton Solstice
 Nottinghamshire County Show Breed Champion Brackenhurst Viper Nottingham Trent University Beverley Raider
 Woodhall Spa Country Show Breed Champion Highbarn Rosie U166 Rob Mawer Brackenhurst Ranger
 Suffolk County Show Breed Champion Yarn Hill Viper Richard & Natasha Mann Beverley Regal
 Rutland County Show Breed Champion Woodenhouse Vinny Me & Cf Williams Holyoak Renown
 Lincolnshire Show Supreme Breed Champion Brackenhurst Viper Nottingham Trent University Beverley Raider
 Royal Norfolk Show Breed & Native Champion Yarn Hill Polly U385 J & S Loveday Beverley Regal
 Great Yorkshire Show Breed Champion Yarn Hill Vulcan Richard & Natasha Mann Beverley Regal
 Driffield Show Breed Champion Holegate Miss U8 Edward Middleton Beverley Renown
 Royal Welsh Show Breed Champion Brackenhurst Ranger Nick Barton Market Stainton Matador
 Heckington Show Supreme Champion Beverley Vanguard R I Clough & Son Walmer Nordic
 Wayland Show Breed & Champs Of Champs Yarn Hill Polly U385 J & S Loveday Beverley Regal
 Leicestershire County Show Breed Champion Holyoak Sultan Will & Ellie Jackson Grovehouse Kristov
 Aylsham Show Breed & Native Champion Auchmacoy Wren U287 Emma Benge Auchmacoy Orlando
 Perth Show Breed & Native Champion St. Fort Vortex A Mylius & Partners Of St.fort St. Fort Squire
 Autumn Show & Sale Champion Bull Foulness Vulcan Chris Page St. Fort Rolex
  Champion Female Highbarn Rosie U166 Rob Mawer Brackenhurst Ranger
 Newark Multi-Breed Calf Show Breed & Native Champion Springwood Whistler Julie Evans St. Fort Texas
 East Of England Smithfield Breed Champion Springwood Willpower Julie Evans St. Fort Texas
  Duke Of Gloucester Trophy Springwood Willpower Julie Evans St. Fort Texas
   Holyoak Treasure W01 Rj & Gd Goodwin Holyoak Teal
   Yarn Hill Polly W573 Rob Mawer Beverley Regal 
 2018
English Premier Pedigree Spring Show & Sale Supreme Champion Walmer Viborg H M & J M Needler Market Stainton Norman
  Champion Female Premier Wispa W030 Rob Mawer St. Fort Stirling

Show Round Up 
2016 / 2017 Show Champions
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Walmer Viborg – Supreme Champion 2018 English Premier Pedigree Spring Show & Sale Brackenhurst Ranger  – Breed Champion 2017 Royal Welsh Show

Highbarn Rosie U166 – Breed Champion 2017 Woodhall Spa Show & LRCS Autumn Show & Sale Foulness Vulcan – Champion Bull 2017 LRCS Autumn Show & Sale

Brackenhurst Viper –Breed Champion 2017 Nottinghamshire & Lincolnshire Shows Yarn Hill Vulcan – Breed Champion 2017 Great Yorkshire Show

Yarn Hill Polly U385 

Breed, Native Breed Champion 
& Reserve Interbreed Champion 

2017 Royal Norfolk Show

Breed & Overall Champion 
of  Champions 

2017 Wayland Show
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SALTLIX salt buckets
Livestock need more than just salt 
for proper health and nutrition. They 
need trace elements. Required in 
small amounts hence the term ‘trace 
elements’ and salt is an ideal carrier 
to deliver these trace elements, 
efficiently and economically, 
in the amounts required.

Salt is a natural carrier for trace 
element since all farm animals have 
a natural appetite for salt. The self 
regulating nature of salt means that 
stock will not gorge on the lick as they 
may do with molasses based products.

Minerals form an important part 
of any balanced diet and livestock 
need more than just salt for 
proper health and nutrition.

The need for minerals will depend 
on the other elements in the 
diet. For example, if the diet is 
particularly lacking in one element 
or if there is a specific need for one 
element, this can be addressed by 
choosing the right formulation. 

Some minerals are known as trace 
elements because they are needed in 
small amounts. Salt, which is palatable 
to all farm animals, is an ideal carrier 

to deliver these elements, which 
include Copper, Zinc, Manganese, 
Cobalt, Iodine and Selenium, essential 
not only in building sound animals 
but also for good feed conversion.

Our range of buckets include Hi 
Iodine formulations for suckler and 
dairy herds to Hi zinc for improved 
hoof and health in cattle and sheep.

Dallas Keith Ltd has 45 years’ 
experience in producing feed 
supplements for ruminants and 
its SaltLix buckets are designed to 
offer an unlimited variety of shapes 
and sizes of blocks in different 
formulations to suit most situations.

Now once again with our ‘Unique 
Formulation’ we are the only company 
to be able to offer salt licks in a bucket 
to high specifications. The advantages 
of producing a salt lick in a bucket 
are that they are weatherproof and 
as stock lick them to the bottom of 
the container there is zero wastage. 

The business works with individual 
farms to produce a formulation, 
in conjunction with soil and 
forage analysis, designed to meet 
that farm’s specific needs.

Its unique manufacturing process 
enables it to “pour” the product 
into containers, allowing blocks 
ranging in size from 20kg, 100kg 
and even 500kg blocks.

“We have had some fantastic feedback 
from customers who have noticed a 
difference in their herds after using 
SaltLix, from improved calving to 
a complete lack of slow or ‘dopey’ 

calves this year. One customer 
said his milk yields improved as 

his cows drank more water, while 
another was very pleased that our 
formulation that includes garlic 

meant that flies were far less of a 
nuisance to his herd this summer.”

“We have been able to address a range 
of problems, from cows drinking urine 

to helping to heal ringworm, simply 
by choosing the right formulation.”
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With its distinctly striking rich 
cherry red coat it’s not a shock 
to many of the members within 
the Lincoln Red Cattle Society 
community that the Lincoln Red 
has caused increased interest 
among more cattle breeders.  
Within recent years the Lincoln Red 
has seen a renewed interest and 
increased popularity worldwide. 

Student, Emily Bennett, contacted 
two overseas Breeders:  
Sarah Pedelty (SP) from Minnesota 
USA (and Secretary of the North 
American Lincoln Red Association) 
and Jean Pierre Machado (JPM) 
from Brazil.  She posed  a series of 
questions to them both and recorded 
below their respective responses.  
The aim was to find out why they 
have chosen the Lincoln Red over 
other British Native Breeds and to 
ascertain how they felt the Breed 
has adapted to their respective 
environments, thus giving everyone 
an insight into the differences 
and similarities that may exist.

 

 Why have you chosen the  
 Lincoln Red over other Breeds?

JPM. I am the official Breed Inspector 
for the Lincoln Red Cattle Register 
in Brazil; there are three Herds. 
They were first imported to Brazil 
in the early 70’s to cross with the 
Shorthorns; the same happened in 
Argentina and Uruguay; to fix the red 
coat and the polled characteristics 
and to reduce the inbreeding on 
the Shorthorn.  In those days live 
animals were imported, followed by 
semen imports.  Few pure Herds of 
Lincoln Reds were established.  In the 
mid-80’s the Brazilian Agricultural 
Ministry closed the scheme and 
a handful of Breeders kept going 
but the genetic pool eventually 
disappeared.  I am primarily a 
Shorthorn Breeder but I have a 
passion for all Cattle Breeds and 

seasonal spring/summer grass – 
finished in 5 to 6 months.  So we sell 
animals either as old cows or, as 
there is no meat standard system, 
the animals go to slaughter when 
they are showing a good fat cover.

SP.  We do supplement the weaned 
calves with a calf ration in the 
winter to ensure they are receiving 
the vitamins and minerals they 
need.  (We had an issue with pink 
eye a few years ago due to a lack 
of Vitamin A in the hay).  The 
cattle definitely grow quicker with 
the additional supplement.

 

 Are your cattle ever  
 given antibiotics?

JPM. No antibiotics, only for 
sick animals when necessary.  
Antibiotics are only given for 
tick fever treatments  which 
generally last 4 days.

SP.  Yes, we give antibiotics as 
needed,  We have numerous creeks 
run through the farm and usually 

a great interest in Genetics;  I was 
approached by a fellow lover of 
Lincoln Reds and we immediately 
set about searching for old stocks 
of semen; we found Anwick Isidore, 
Firsby Trooper and Walmer Zack;  
we also found an unregistered pure 
herd his neighbour’s Ranch.  Then we 
started importing embryos, largely in 
collaboration with the St. Fort Herd 
and then some semen from Argentina 
and the UK.  We managed to have the 
Herd Book reopened for upgrading 
animals – it takes four generations 
of upgrading to achieve Pedigree 
status.  Due to the conservation 
status imported embryos from the 
UK will be allowed into the Pedigree 
section of the Herd Book too.  After 
all the politics to reopen the Herd 
Book and over the last 5 years we 
now have 61 females and 5 new bulls.

We chose the breed due to their 
docility, good mothering ability, size 
and weight gain and their ability 
to perform well at slaughter.

SP. My Father actually found 
them years ago when he was 
looking for something to use on 
his Shorthorns that were a solid 
red.  Shortly after that my siblings 
and I were showing at local fairs 
and won carcass contests with ½ 
bred Lincoln Red steers.  When my 
husband and I married we had the 
opportunity to purchase a few cows.

 

 We market the Lincoln Red  
 as an adaptable Breed,  
 would you agree?

JPM. Yes I agree; our herd runs 
on poor sandy soil, very near to 
the Ocean.  But I also see herds 
at high altitudes on hill soil and 
also on rich deep black soils, 
so they do well anywhere.

SP.  Yes, the Lincoln Red is 
an adaptable Breed.

have one cow/year that comes down 
with hoof rot.  Also this past Fall 
most of the weaned claves became 
sick and I treated the pen for 5 days.

 

 Are Hormones, Steroids or  
 other growth promotors  
 ever given to your cattle?

JPM. Hormones and steroids 
are prohibited in Brazil.  Only 
Agricultural Ministry permitted 
products to help with weight 
gain, in general a vitamin and 
amino acids commercial mix.

SP.  No we do not give hormones etc.

 

 Would you say the way  
 that you raise your  
 cattle is sustainable?

JPM. Yes, on natural grass, it pays my 
bills so I think that is sustainable.

SP.  Yes the way we raise 
cattle is sustainable.

 How do you market your  
 Lincoln Red cattle?  Is it  
 different to other Lincoln  
 Red Cattle Breeders?

JPM. I sell calves at weaning 
and old females as fat stock.  
We all do the same here.

SP.  We market Lincolns to rare breed 
buyers, grass farmer and commercial 
cattlemen.  Definitely are Lincoln 
Reds are different to those on the east 
coast.  In a nutshell our cows winter 
outside and receive only hay or grass.

 

 How do you think the  
 Lincoln Red has adapted  
 to suit your environment?

JPM. Very well.

SP.  The Lincolns easily grow and 
maintain their condition on the type 
of grass that grows in Minnesota.

 

 Are you animals  
 raised on pasture?

JPM. Yes all on natural grass.  No 
grain, silage or cultivated pastures.

SP.  Yes, our animals are primarily 
raised on pasture.  But being in 
Minnesota we receive over 50cm 
snow and that means that in the 
winter the cows and bulls are 
fed hay near the barnyard.

 

 Are your animals fed anything  
 else beside grass, hay and  
 silage? And if so how has this  
 affected the growth of the breed  
 and the meat when finished?

JPM. Fed only grass. No silage or 
hay as they are too expensive to 
produce. We fatten the animals on 

 Have you had to change  
 your way of raising cattle 
 due to the breed type?

JPM. No, the breeds I raise 
must flourish on my system.

SP.  No.

 

 When do you start  
 weaning your calves?

JPM. Around 6 to 8 months of age.

SP.  Usually we wean around Oct 1st 
depending on the weather.  I like to 
wean the calves in nice weather before 
winter or we end up with sick calves.

Both Sarah and Jean Pierre agree that 
Lincoln Reds are a “Complete Breed – 
they are easy calving, easy to handle and 
easy to finish in a variety of ways”.  After 
hearing how well the herds thrive in these 
diverse environments you may agree. 
Special thanks to Sarah Pedelty and Jean 
Pierre Machado for taking the time to 
answer the questionnaire thus providing 
us with an extremely interesting article.
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Lincoln Reds Worldwide 
From North America and Brazil

The North American LR Breeders at St Fort
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HRH Prince Charles recently 
gave Louth Cattle Market a visit. 
Congratulating the local community 
on their efforts in saving it. 

His visit also marked the launch of 
the Farm Resilience Programme, for 
Lincolnshire, as part of the overall 
£1.5m programme to support family 
farm businesses. It will do this 
through business workshops and 
local networking aiming to reach 
1,500 farming families nationwide.

“I’ve much enjoyed having the 
chance... of meeting some of you, 
hearing something about the fact 

that Lincoln Reds are beginning to 
make a real revival not just here 
but in other parts of the country.”

Photographs courtesy of Janice & 
George Johnson who visited UK 
in June 2016, from Australia

The calves were born in September 
& October 2017 out of McTurk 
Hansard with the exception of the 
British White Jersey cross which 
is by Tena-Koe Kelsey;  she will be 
kept as a vealer mother.  George & 
Janice have imported semen from 
St. Fort Squire and Highbarn Storm 
and have recently come across some 
semen from ActhorpeTike& St. Fort 
Ensign.  We look forward to seeing 
photographs once calves are on the 
ground.  Other news from Australia 
is that they have recently imported 
1000 straws of Highbarn Virtue who 
is out of Brackenhurst Ranger.

Leading the way in Agriculture and Rural 
Research, Education and Consulting

Contact: SAC Veterinary Services
Greycrook, St Boswells, Roxburghshire, TD6 0EU
T: 01835 822456 E:  pchs1@btconnect.com
www.cattlehealth.co.uk

Disease Control & Eradication for 

• Johne’s • BVD • IBR 
• Leptospirosis • Neospora
CHeCS licensed / all tests ISO 

17025 accredited

•  Remove costly disease from your herd
•  Provide health assurance for your customers
•  Safeguard the health status of your herd

SAC Consulting is a division of SRUC          SRUC is a charity registered in Scotland, No. SC003712

At the forefront of cattle health.
A leading scheme with nationwide coverage 

and competitive prices.
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A right Royal Affair
NOW FROM 
AUSTRALIA Heifer out of  Tena-Koe Leslie

Heifer out of  Greyleigh AmyBull calf  out of  Ferndale Destiny

BW Jersey X Lincoln Heifer HRH Prince Charles meeting Lincoln Red BreedersBull calf  trying to get a drink out of  Mum

A.I. Cows
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A Great Working 
Relationship
I own a small butcher’s shop on 
the High Street in Aldeburgh – a 
pretty town on Suffolk’s Heritage 
Coast. I run the shop with a team 
of three other butchers, and from 
the very beginning of Salter & King 
I knew that my focus as a business 
would be on provenance, high 
animal welfare and forming good 
relationships with local farmers. 

We buy some of our meat from 
the nearby and well-regarded 
wholesaler, but the meat that 
really matters to me is the 
meat that comes from farms I 
have visited, run by farmers or 
stockmen that I respect. For that 
reason it’s really important to me 
to establish good, long-running 
relationships with carefully 
chosen local farms. The benefits 
of this approach are manifold.

Firstly, I feel much more connected 
to what I’m selling. This means... 

“I can really believe in what I’m 
telling the customer: I can back up 
what I say, and I can enthuse with 
integrity about the meat on offer.” 

It also means that the meat itself 
becomes less of a commodity – 
because buying meat should be 
more than a monetary transaction: 
it should be about supporting 
local farmers, supporting local 
landscape and traditions, and 
committing to high animal 
welfare. It’s about encouraging 
regional self-sufficiency, and 
pride in your local area. 

Secondly, if I am working with 
any length of time with a farmer, 
they will soon get an idea of the 
sort of animals I am after. For 
example, I often like a little bit 
more fat on my animals than, 
say, a supermarket would. This is 
generally because I believe beef 

tastes better with a bit more fat on 
it. I’m less concerned with earning 
an extra fiver from a carcass, and 
more concerned with the eating 
experience. This is something that 
a good working relationship with 
a farmer can help me to achieve. 

“But as well as these more practical 
reasons, going out in the field with 
a farmer to look at cattle simply 

makes my job nicer. It makes 
me feel connected to the land 
and this is important to me.” 

 
So with all this in mind, quite early 
on in my Suffolk butchery adventure, 
I identified Natasha Mann as a like-
minded farmer that I would enjoy 
working with, and I approached her 
to see if she would be interested in 
supplying us with cattle. I went to 
visit her farm on the banks of the 
Alde River, at Iken, and we have 
been working together ever since. 

Natasha and Richard Mann have 
been farming Pedigree Lincoln 
Reds at Iken since 2006. Their 
cattle spend the spring, summer 
and autumn on the river marshes 
and then move come winter to 
the sandy upland. Their closed 
Yarn Hill Herd has grown to over 
100 breeding cows with another 
150 younger animals for meat 
breeding when older. But I have full 
confidence that Natasha is deeply 
connected to every animal, and 
knows her herd inside out. Richard 
her husband, really understands 
grass production and together they 
are creating a wonderful, award-
winning and contented herd. This 
translates into excellent beef with a 
beautiful layer of creamy yellow fat. 

We take on average, one body a 
month from Natasha. I’d love to take 
more, but it’s enough to sustain 
the relationship so that we both 
get something out of it. We’ve also 

worked on developing a market for 
some of Natasha’s cull cows. This 
has been very successful, and has 
created a good following in the shop 
for this special meat: we hang it for 
8-10 weeks and it eats beautifully. 

“Most of all and selfishly, working 
with Natasha allows me to go 
out into the field, get muddy 
and get to know the herd. “

This really is one of the most 
enjoyable and rewarding aspects 
of my life as a butcher, and makes 
me feel deeply connected to the 
land and the livestock. It does, 
in fact, make sense of it all.

Written by Gerard King 
Owner of Salter & King Craft Butcher

PERFECTLY SEASONED

www.thesuffolkcoast.co.uk

- early morning catch
Aldeburgh beach

So says Gerard King, award-winning 
butcher and owner of Aldeburgh’s craft 
butcher’s shop, Salter & King. ‘Having 
‘local’ meat doesn’t mean much to me 
if I don’t know the farmer or stockman, 
and know the animal that I’m buying,’ 
Gerard continues. ‘A good, lasting 
relationship works for both of us: I can 
buy the very best animals from a farmer 
I trust, and the farmer can use me as a 
direct route to market – a market that 
appreciates all the effort that’s been 
put into raising high-welfare, grass-fed, 
happy animals.’ 

At the core of Salter & King’s business 
is a handful of carefully chosen, small-
scale local farms. ‘If I want a certain 
breed of lamb I know who to go to; and 
similarly each of my beef farmers has a 
particular strength,’ Gerard says. ‘Over 
the years, I’ve even started to work with 
one or two farmers to produce specialist 
meat for the shop. For example, our 
Suffolk Old Cow was an idea we put to 
Natasha Mann who farms at Iken, and 
out of that our 12 year-old Lincoln Red 
beef was born.’ Salter & King’s ‘Suffolk 
Old Cow’ has been a huge success 
among beef-lovers, and was even 
championed by food critic Jay Rayner in 
the Observer Food Monthly. 
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IT ’S ALL ABOUT 
THE FARMERS 

AND THE 
STOCKMEN ‘It’s about knowing what each farmer 

produces best, so that we can feel 
confident about every single piece of 
meat we’re selling,’ says Gerard. ‘And 
now that we have an on-line shop we 
can get the very best of Suffolk meat 
from these small farms right across the 
country.’ 

Some of the highlights from the shop 
include organic lamb from Martin Durie; 
Lincoln Red ‘Suffolk Old Cow’ (hung 
for 6-8 weeks) from Natasha Mann; 
Large Black traditional breed pork from 
Robert Simonds; Mutton from Jason 
Gathorne-Hardy; and genuine Norfolk 
Black turkeys. 

Salter & King is also striving to create 
a kind of ‘hub’ for meat lovers: Gerard 
has started giving small butchery 
classes and demos-to-order in the 
shop – including ‘How to prepare game’, 
and ‘Venison carcass cutting’ – and 
has formed a ‘Good Meat Club’ for all 
those interested in excellent meat and 
specialist cuts (see www.salterandking.
co.uk to join.) He also initiated the 
annual ‘Aldeburgh Mutton Week’ with 
local mutton farmer Jason Gathorne-
Hardy, and is making plans to bring 
other forgotten and underrated meaty 
delights into the public arena. 

‘Obviously craftsmanship, knowledge, 
a love of food, and excellent customer 
service are all critical to making a good 
butcher’s shop,’ Gerard concludes. ‘But 
at the end of the day, your meat is only 
as good as the farm it has grown up on.’ 

All of Salter & King’s meat can 
be ordered on-line and delivered 
nationwide.

To join the Good Meat Club or to 
find out more about classes and 
demonstrations, please call 01728 
452758 or visit www.salterandking.co.uk

“Obviously craftsmanship, knowledge, 
a love of food and excellent customer 

service are all critical to making a good 
butcher’s shop; but at the end of the 

day, your meat is only as good as the 
farm it has grown up on”.
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Iken Old Cow –
Beef for Meat Geeks…

What is ‘old cow’?
If you’ve ever eaten a memorably good piece of beef in northern Spain, there’s a good chance 
that it came from an old dairy cow. In the Basque country, meat from retired dairy cows is 
highly prized: let loose for between 4 to 17 years on pasture in order to improve meat quality. 
This – when most of the beef we eat in the UK is slaughtered at up to 20 months – produces a 
very special, slow-grown beef that is speckled with rich yellow fat and has a stand-out flavour. 

Why ‘Iken’ not ‘Basque’?
Gerard first tasted Basque old cow when he lived in Spain and the memory of its wonderful deep 
flavour and rich, but well-distributed, creamy fat stayed with him. Now award-winning butcher 
and owner of Salter & King, he set about working with Iken-based farmer, Natasha Mann, to 
develop a local equivalent and ‘Iken Old Cow’ was born: special meat from Lincoln Red 
traditional breed cows, which have had between 4 and 12 years grazing. 

Is it worth the wait?!
Iken Old Cow has quickly gathered a die-hard fanbase. The depth of flavour is exceptional – 
accentuated by the extra long dry-hang that Gerard gives each carcass. ‘There’s something 
wonderful about being able to grow Suffolk’s own, traditional-breed version of Basque beef,’ 
says Gerard. ‘Specialist beef, raised by a trusted farmer, in an area of outstanding beauty and 
sold less than a mile away from where it was born. You can’t get better than that.’  

To be put on the list for the next Iken Old Cow, please contact Gerard, at                               
gerard@salterandking.co.uk, call 01728 452758 or call in on Aldeburgh High Street.                       

You can buy Salter & King meat on line at www.salterandking.co.uk  Delivery nationwide. 
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W Mallon Livestock  
Westacre Herd
The annual Lincoln Red farm visit 
was by kind invitation of W Mallon 
Livestock, owners of the prestigious 
Westacre Herd of Lincoln Reds.

The Mallon Family have farmed 
in mid-Norfolk since before the 
Second World War, originally 
starting as farmers and hauliers at 
Swaffham. They moved to Old Hall 
Farm at Fransham in 1940. The 
business has been involved with 
dairy cows, retail milk, haulage, 
arable and fruit growing.

The Westacre herd was purchased 
from the Birbeck Family at Westacre 
in 2000. This was an all year round 
herd, calving outside, and at the 
time of the sale there were several 
other interested parties. Some of the 
cows were not breeding, and so a 
consignment of heifers was purchased 
from Hedley Needler at Ranby, to 
undoubtedly add more quality...

After the sale of 400 dairy cows, 
a single suckler herd was also 
added. Tony Mallon, who heads the 
family business, with his wife Jenny 
and son Will, explained to sixty or 
so members and guests that the 
economics of cattle made them 
decide to sell the commercial suckler 
herd and concentrate on Lincoln 
Reds for their ability to produce 
quality meat from low inputs such 
as grass, straw and by-products.

The Westacre Herd has been managed 
for several years by Dennis Gunton, 
and latterly he has been assisted by 
Chris and Lucy Galer, and also the 
new trainee manager Paul Furness.

Around 700 acres of arable land is 
farmed, on a contract agreement 
with a neighbouring farmer, and 
consists mainly of winter wheat, 
OSR, winter barley, let potato land, 
grass, and maize for a bio-digester.

There are also a number of holiday 
lets at Old Hall Farm, benefitting 
from the increasing popularity 
of the North Norfolk Coast.

The Westacre Herd has had 
great success in the show ring in 
recent years. Westacre Penda was 
Supreme Champion Lincoln Red at 
the Lincolnshire Show, Champion 
Male at Royal Norfolk and Great 
Yorkshire Shows, and Reserve 
Champion at Heckington. Westacre 
Bianca S25 was Female Champion 
at the Great Yorkshire and Supreme 
Champion at Heckington.

Tony has purchased some top class 
bulls over the years. Breeders 
remember being at the Lincoln Red 
Spring Bull Sale at Louth in 2006, when 
Tony paid, a then, British Lincoln Red 
record price of 7600 guineas for the 
superb Market Stainton Harvester. 
Market Stainton Councillor had 

“The herd now consists of around 
100 pedigree Lincoln Red cows, plus 
yearlings, calves and stock bulls.” 

already been making his mark since 
the herd was purchased. The next 
bull, also from Robert Needham, 
was Market Stainton King.

The first stop on the tour of this 
very smart Norfolk estate was Old 
Hall Meadow, where we looked over 
a crop of 2016 bred heifers. Tony 
explained that they had moved to 
calving at two years old, but only 
putting to the bull those heifers 
weighing in at over 400kgs. To get 
good early growth, calves are offered 
creep from August onwards.

Onto the Lawns Field, where we 
admired 23 two year heifers, who 
had been running with the recently 
acquired Ballyvaddy Saracen, 
purchased from the Lincoln Red 
Sale from Thomas Madden. The 
heifers were bred from Westacre 
Noah, Westacre  Pirate and Market 
Stainton King. These girls oozed 
quality; they had beef where it matters 
and were not lacking anywhere.

We then moved on to see the cows and 
calves. The bulls had recently been 
taken out back to the yard, and the 
cows were now grouped together. The 
calves were by various bulls, including 
the most recent top class addition 
Foulness Usher, from Chris Page in the 
South Riding of Yorkshire. The three 
Market Stainton bulls have clearly  had 
a great influence on the Westacre Herd.

In this field we saw a “back 
rubber” which was injected with 
fly repellent, which appeared to 
be of Dutch origin. There were 
few if any flies around the eyes.

Tony explained that most of the boys 
are given a rubber ring, weaned in 
November from spring calving, and 
sold as stores the following January/
February, mostly through Norwich 
Livestock Market. They used to fatten 
their steers for Woodheads, but higher 
store prices have persuaded them 
to move their stock more quickly.

We went back up to the yard in the 
vast complex of dairy buildings, 

where 12000 turkeys “come in for a 
holiday before Christmas”  

as Tony puts it.  

We also saw an interesting collection 
of some of the most modern and 
innovative farm machinery, which 
is marketed by Will Mallon under 
the banner of Members also spent 
time admiring and analysing an 
American Squeeze Crush, from 
Nebraska, part of an impressive 
one man handling system.

We were naturally drawn to the 
bull pens where we saw three 
magnificent stock bulls. Ballyvaddy 
Saracen first took our eye, sired 
by St.Fort Essex. He was superb, 
in top class condition, with the 
most handsome head of any bull.

In the next pen, Foulness Usher, 
by St.Fort Rolex. This is a very 
classy bull; it was only when 
we considered how young he 
was that we could appreciate 
his tremendous growth rate.

In the third pen was the home bred 
Westacre Tonka, by Market Stainton 
King. In a class of three, it would 
have been hard to pick the winner.

We retired to the beautiful gardens at 
the Old Hall, for a delicious barbecue. 
On the end of the house, there is 
the coat of arms of Elizabeth the 
First, who stayed there on one of 
her visits to Norfolk in the 1500’s.

After beer and Lincoln Red 
burgers, and scrumptious Norfolk 
raspberries, our President Martin 
Clough thanked the Mallon Family 
and team of helpers for a most 
informative and enjoyable farm visit.

Written by 
Alan Hargreaves.

Ballyvaddy Saracen Tony with heifers

Tony Mallon

CuriosityCows and Calves
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“WESTACRE” HERD
william mallon livestock

QUALITY BREEDING STOCK AVAILABLE

CONTACT: TONY MALLON 07836 349652 ~ 01362 687649 ~ office@franshamfarm.co.uk

WESTACRE PENDA 
(DAM: WESTACRE BIANCA J6 - SIRE: MARKET STAINTON KING)

CHAMPION MALE/SUPREME CHAMPION ~ LINCOLN SHOW 2014
CHAMPION MALE ~ ROYAL NORFOLK SHOW 2014
CHAMPION MALE ~ GT YORKSHIRE SHOW 2014

  RESERVE MALE CHAMPION ~ HECKINGTON SHOW 2014

WESTACRE BIANCA S25
(DAM: WESTACRE BIANCA K92 - SIRE: MARKET STAINTON KING)

FEMALE CHAMPION ~ GT YORKSHIRE SHOW 2014 & 2015
FEMALE CHAMPION/BREED CHAMPION ~ HECKINGTON SHOW 2014
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“Go Native For Profit”

LINCOLN RED CATTLE SOCIETY 
Lincolnshire Showground 
Grange de Lings 
Lincoln 
England 
LN2 2NA

T: +44 (01522) 511395 
E: secretary@lincolnredcattlesociety.co.uk

Charity Number: 215662

www.lincolnredcattlesociety.co.uk


